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NEWS
•

“I am so grateful for Orangewood Foundation and the gift/holiday
drive. My wish list last year consisted of pots, pans, comforters,
dishes etc. For a lot of families that are experiencing homelessness
or have experienced homelessness in the past, these aren’t
practical items. They are luxury items we otherwise couldn’t
afford.” – Cruz

•

“Orangewood Foundation has been a huge blessing in my life,
not just on the holidays, but on a daily basis with the services that
are offered. Thank you all for everything you guys do just to make
our lives a little easier when times get tough.” – Nancy

You’ll find our 2018 holiday wish list on the insert inside. Thank you
for donating!

HAPPIER HOLIDAYS... THANKS TO YOU!
The holiday season is a special time of year. It’s a time of family
gatherings, holiday parties, traveling to see relatives, and gift exchanges.
It’s a time when our recipes, religious practices, celebrations, and
holiday decorations are often rooted in family tradition. It’s about
children, and seeing the holidays through their eyes – with awe and
wonder.
With your generosity, the holidays are special around Orangewood
Foundation too. Through our holiday gift drive, we show our foster and
community youth that they are remembered and cared about.
Last year, community members donated over 10,000 holiday gift items
for our youth. Here’s what a few youth had to say about receiving the
gifts:
•

•

•

“Last Christmas, thanks to Orangewood Foundation, my daughter
received her very own bike that she rides every day. I truly am
blessed to have this opportunity in my life. Thank you!” –
Javon
“The holidays are a lonely time and Christmas is just a normal day.
But receiving a gift from Orangewood Foundation means the world
and it gives me a special feeling of love.” – Anonymous
“It is very meaningful to me to receive gifts from Orangewood
because it shows me that someone actually cares. I don’t have
anyone like a mother or father to buy me anything. That people
who don’t even know me care about how I spend the holidays
makes me so grateful.” – Adela
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GREETINGS FROM OUR CEO

Cindy Dillion, Secretary
Steve Keefer, Treasurer
Marissa Barth
Bob Bartholomew
Stuart Bernstein
Alan Clifton
David Dunn
Richard Dutch
Lupe Erwin
Bruce Fetter
Joel Goldhirsh
Adam S. Horowitz
Daniel M. Houck II
Bob Istwan
Sandi Jackson
Steve Johnson
Chris Jones
Mitch Junkins
Larry Labrado
Renee Pepys Lowe
Joe Lozowski
Neena Master

Dear Friends,
As I write this,
Thanksgiving is just a few
days away. I am thankful for
all of you who make our
work possible and help
our youth on their paths
to reaching their greatest
potential. Thank you to
our donors, volunteers,
mentors, board members,
auxiliaries, and our staff. Each of you plays an essential
part in our success as an organization. I am humbled
by the gifts of time, talent, and treasure you bring to
Orangewood Foundation.
In 2019, we have several fun and exciting annual events
on the calendar, plus a few new ones, that you can
read about on the facing page. There’s something for
everyone and I look forward to seeing you there.
Companies and groups have been instrumental over the
last few months with redecorating projects, computer
help and Thanksgiving baskets, among other projects.
Page four has the details.
This fall we began our sixth school year at Samueli
Academy, our charter high school in Santa Ana that is

open to all students, with priority given to those from
the foster care system.You can read all the latest news
about the school on page five.
Our auxiliaries, Orangewood PALS and 44 Women
for Orangewood, have been busy planning fundraising
events and outings with our youth. The PALS bingo
nights, especially popular with our staff, are returning
again on Monday nights in April.
On several pages, you’ll also read about our youth,
Angel, and the 2018 Crystal Vision Award recipients
Toni and John Ginger. All three individuals profoundly
inspired me and almost 700 guests at our recent
Ambassador Luncheon. I encourage you to watch
Angel’s video at www.orangewoodfoundation.org/angel.
I am incredibly proud of this young man and I think you
will be too.
Thank you in advance for reading our year-end
newsletter. On behalf of our board, staff, and youth, I
wish you happy holidays and a prosperous new year!
Sincerely,

Chris Simonsen

Vic Merjanian
Mohit Mittal
Vikki Murphy
Ken Parker
Lauren Peterson
Andrew Phillips
Jeff Roos
Timothy Ryan
Susan Samueli
Sona Shah
Richard Sherburne
John Stratman
John Stumpf

EVENT RECAP
Thank you to all who supported our recent fundraising events, whether as a sponsor or guest! You can find
photos of the Stars & Stripes Tournament, the Orangewood Adventure Challenge, the 21st Annual Orangewood
Ambassador Luncheon, and the Share Our Wine Auction at www.orangewoodfoundation.org/pastevents.
STARS & STRIPES
TOURNAMENT
June, 2018

ORANGEWOOD
ADVENTURE
CHALLENGE

Radio personality
Shawn Parr with Board
member John Stratman
at the 2018 Stars &
Stripes Tournament in
Cabo San Lucas, Mexico.

Participants land on
Catalina Island ready
to take on the 2018
Orangewood Adventure
Challenge.

September, 2018

Kasey Suryan
Shannon Tarnutzer
Kris Theiler
Charlene Thomas
Paul Tobin
Jaynine Warner
Piero Wemyss
Kimberly Kirksey, Ex Officio
Adam Koyanagi, Ex Officio
C.E.O.
Chris Simonsen

AMBASSADOR
LUNCHEON

November, 2018
2018 Ambassador Luncheon
speakers Angel (youth
speaker), John & Toni Ginger
(recipients of the Crystal
Vision Award) and Olympian
Scott Hamilton (keynote
speaker).

SHARE OUR WINE
November, 2018
Board members and event
organizers Piero Wemyss
(left) and Steve Johnson
(right) with Samueli
Academy Executive
Director Anthony Saba
at the recent Share Our
Wine event.

EVENTS 3

EVENT PREVIEW
If you are a sports fan or just looking for a fun way to support Orangewood
programs for foster and community youth, you don’t want to miss two upcoming
events that offer the rare opportunity to meet and mingle with professional
athletes.
On Sunday, February 10th, you’ll have the chance to meet
Ducks players, coaches, and staff at the Anaheim Ducks
2019 Center Ice Party. This year’s event will be from
Orangewood Board Chairman Greg Dunlap Last year’s Center Ice event chair, Kimberly
2:00-6:00 P.M. at the Lido House Hotel in Newport Beach.
and wife Julie Dunlap with NFL quarterback Kirksey (center), with Ducks player Ryan
Festivities include wine tasting, entertainment and a silent
and Golden Heart Award recipient Nick
Kesler, and 44 Women founder and Ducks
auction. This year’s theme is “Go Orange for Orangewood” Foles at the 2018 Athletes First Classic Gala.
co-owner, Susan Samueli.
and any orange attire (from cocktail attire to casual dress) goes!
Saturday evening, March 16, 2019, will bring together dozens of NFL athletes for the Athletes First Classic Gala. The
evening includes live and silent auctions including one-of-a-kind travel and sports packages, and the presentation of the
Golden Heart Awards to an individual from the world of sports and an
individual from business or philanthropy. It takes place at the beautiful
Monarch Beach Resort in Dana Point.
SAVE THE DATE:
Get full details at www.orangewoodfoundation.org/events.
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2019

YOUTH HIGHLIGHT
Last year, Orangewood Foundation assisted over
2,000 foster and community youth on the path to
reaching their greatest potential. Angel, one of these
youth, recently spoke at the annual Ambassador
Luncheon.
“I used to not feel like I was worthy of love or
care,” Angel says. “Mo and Lisa and the Resource Center staff changed that for me. Orangewood
Foundation is my home, and the staff are my family. This program literally changed my life. I have no
words to explain how grateful I am.”
To view Angel’s story, in his own words, visit www.orangewoodfoundation.org/angel.

OUR IMPACT FOR 2017/2018
In the 2017/2018 fiscal year, Orangewood Foundation
provided:
•

700 youth with one-on-one assistance in our onsite
Orangewood Resource Center

•

4,800 hot meal to these visitors

•

48 youth, including 8 single moms and their 11 children,
a place to call home at one of our Rising Tide apartment
and Beverly’s House.

•

9 survivors of sex trafficking with a safe and supportive home

•

52 independent living workshops to 358 teens and young adults

•

$486,000 in college scholarships to 231 former foster youth

•

$96,500 in scholarships for graduate degrees and advanced studies

•

A Gold Ribbon high school education to over 500 students, with a 98% graduation rate

To read our full 2017/2018 Annual Report, please visit www.orangewoodfoundation.org/annualreport.

Anaheim Ducks Center Ice Party
Lido House Hotel, Newport Beach

SATURDAY, MARCH 16, 2019
Athletes First Classic Gala
Monarch Beach Resort, Dana Point

FRIDAY, JUNE 7, 2019
44 Women for Orangewood Scholarship
Luncheon
Fashion Island Hotel, Newport Beach

SATURDAY, JUNE 8, 2019
Beacon of Light Ball, hosted by Titan Health
& Security Technologies and benefiting The
Lighthouse
Pelican Hill, Newport Coast

THURS. - SUN., JUNE 27-30, 2019
Stars & Stripes Tournament
Cabo San Lucas, Mexico

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2019
4th Annual Orangewood Adventure
Challenge
Catalina Island

For more information about upcoming
events, please visit
orangewoodfoundation.org/events.

4 THANKS TO OUR PARTNERS

Capital Group has been supporting Orangewood Foundation for over a decade in a variety of ways. Most recently,
employees facilitated a makeover at our on-site Orangewood Resource Center and kitchen. They also reached out
to California Closets and Arizona Leather to organize and beautify the space. Over 35 Capital Group employees
spent a day cleaning, painting, and organizing. One of the highlights of their hard work was incorporating a Zen room
for youth to have a quiet place to relax. A very special thanks to Capital Group Irvine Campus for their generous
support!

The I.T. department of H&S Ventures provided invaluable help recently while we had two open IT positions. Their
staff assisted with computer needs for both Orangewood Foundation and Samueli Academy – configuring new
laptops for staff, setting up a new server at the school, troubleshooting a variety of problems, and assisting with our
migration to Office 365. Thanks to H&S Ventures for helping our behind-the-scenes operations.

Cassandra Williams, the co-founder of A-Tech Consulting, has a heart for children
and teens. Despite the demands of being the company’s CEO and CFO, she gives
her time and talent working directly with Orangewood youth. Cassandra and her
husband have rallied their employees and hosted lunches in our Orangewood
Resource Center in July and August, and a painting night for our scholarship youth
this summer. In June, she attended our 44 Women Scholarship Luncheon fundraising event, and our Independent Living Program graduation for our
youth. She also recently completed training to become an Orangewood mentor. In November, Jamie Kelly, A-Tech’s Office & Operations Manager,
volunteered at Samueli Academy’s semi-annual Career Ignition Conference conducting mock interviews. Cassandra is marking her 40th birthday
with a My Orangewood fundraising campaign (www.myorangewood.org/casandras40th) to encourage family, friends, and colleagues to donate to
Orangewood in lieu of birthday gifts. Thank you, Cassandra, and happy birthday!

Thanksgiving was made more abundant and tasty for our youth, thanks to
Providence St. Joseph Health and other caring businesses and groups. Over 270
food baskets were donated containing packages of stuffing, mashed potatoes,
cranberries, veggies, and gravy, plus a grocery store gift card for the youth to
buy a turkey. Big thanks to Providence St. Joseph Health and 44 Women for Orangewood, Black Knight, Kirksey and Co., Neena
Master, Montessori Child Development Center, Maggie Popal, San Clemente High School “Inspire To Be” Club, Toyota Financial
Services, and WFG - Orange.

To learn more about our Corporate Cares Program and how your group or company can get involved, please visit
www.orangewoodfoundation.org/corporatecares.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT SAMUELI ACADEMY
June marked our second graduating class at Samueli Academy.
The Class of 2018 had a 98% graduation rate including 100% of
our foster youth. These grads are off to college, career training,
and the military. Ninety-six percent were accepted into a
two- or four-year college.
Overall, for the 2017-2018 academic year, the school had a
96% attendance rate and 62% of students earned a GPA of 3.0
or higher.

FONTS
Optizara
Square721
PMS COLORS
Orange PMS 021
Grey PMS 431
Black

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING
COMPANIES FOR HOSTING SAMUELI
ACADEMY INTERNS THIS PAST SUMMER!

CMYK COLORS
Orange 0 83 100 0
Grey 57 45 40 8
Black

Members of the Class of 2018.

In the first-ever alumni survey conducted by UC Irvine, among
our 2017 graduates 88% continue to be enrolled in college (persistence rate) and 88% have returned
to the same college (retention rate). Forty-eight percent are pursuing STEM (science, technology,
engineering, and math) degrees.
In August, the Class of 2017 along with other college students
and almost 50 volunteers from local colleges hosted the Class
of 2018 for the second annual “College Get Down.” The new
graduates visited stations and talked to the volunteers about
important topics and top obstacles typically faced by first-year
college students. Topics included healthy habits, networking
during college, common setbacks, and learning independence.
At the conclusion of the event, each member of the Class of
Leslie Mateo (center) from the Class of 2017
2018 was given a backpack full of school supplies provided by
shares her thoughts at the College Get Down.
ACRA Aerospace.
In November, we had our semi-annual Career Ignition
Conference for the student body. Eighty-two volunteers
led workshops, conducted mock interviews, or helped
in other support roles. Each grade level had a different
emphasis. Freshmen focused on career exploration, with
tours at Arbonne, Zadro, DKN Hotels, Embassy Suites
Irvine, Siemens, or UCI. The emphasis for sophomores was
careers, with workshops about various careers paths and
Juniors Hugo and Abraham practice their
the required education and skills. In preparation for securing interviewing skills with a volunteer at the Career
Ignition Conference.
summer internships, juniors focused on “getting the job.”
Their workshops focused on skills and tips that will prepare
them to secure and keep a job. Lastly, seniors focused on life skills needed in the real world, through
workshops on time management, renting an apartment, budgeting, credit, etc.
Visit www.orangewoodfoundation.org/downloads to read the 2017/2018 Samueli Academy annual
report.

In separate visits, CSUF President Fram Virjee and CSU San Marcos President Karen Haynes (pictured with junior Kimberly in
front of the college acceptance map) toured Samueli Academy.

Anthony J. Carieri, B.Sc
Antis Roofing
Blue-White Industries
Calvary Chapel
Calvery Chapel of Santa Ana Valley
The CDM Company
CHOC
City of Santa Ana
Congressional Leadership Fund
Cordoba Corporation
Discovery Cube OC
Ear for Color
Edwards Lifesciences
ESports Arena
Families and Communities Together
Fisher Printing
H&S Ventures
Healthy Smiles OC
Heritage Museum
Honda Center
House of Blues
In Touch AV
Kings Pro
Latino Health Access
LGBT OC Center
Lyon Living
Mariners Church
McDermott Will & Emery
Merage Jewish Community Center
Optima Vision Optometry
Opus Bank
Orangefield CDC
Orangewood Foundation
Pacific Marine Mammal Center
Palm Lane Elementary
Probolsky Research
Project Access
Public Law Center
R.J. Allen Inc.
River View Golf Course
Sabra Health Care
Samueli Academy
Santa Ana Public Library
Santa Ana Zoo
Sports 1 Marketing
Standup for Kids OC
Taft Elementary
Teacher Created Materials Publishing
Thomas House Shelter
Tilly’s Life Center
UCI APPCamp
UCI School of Engineering
UCI School of Information and
Computer Science
USLI
West Grove Landscaping
Wilson Automotive
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OUR AUXILIARIES

SUPPORTING OUR RISING
TIDE YOUTH
In August, members of our Orangewood
PALS auxiliary hosted youth from our Rising
Tide housing sites for a fun outing at a local
rock climbing gym. Both Orangewood staff
and youth challenged themselves to various
rock walls, followed by a pizza lunch. This month our PALS members are donating Christmas
trees for our Rising Tide residents. Thank you, PALS!

Rising Tide youth and staff after conquering one of the
rock walls.

COMING IN APRIL – BINGO!
Block off Monday nights in April on your calendar! Again this year,
Orangewood PALS will be the charity beneficiary of bingo nights at
Chapter One in Santa Ana. For just $10, you’ll get a drink and five
rousing rounds of bingo. It’s a lot of fun!
For more information about becoming a PALS member, visit
www.orangewoodpals.org.

Orangewood PALS, staff and friends at a 2018 Bingo
Night.

2018 SCHOLARSHIP LUNCHEON
Over 300 guests joined the ladies of the 44 Women for Orangewood auxiliary for their 14th annual
Scholarship Luncheon on June 1st. They were moved by the inspiring story of Orlando (shown
below), a college scholarship recipient whose drive is based, in part, on his desire to be a role
model for his younger sister who herself is receiving a scholarship from Orangewood. Keynote
speaker, author Steve Pemberton, shared his story of growing up in the foster care system, under
the roof of abusive foster parents. He encouraged guests to “talk to children in the language of
their dreams, not that of their current circumstances.” He closed the fundraising event by saying,
“Give from wherever you are with whatever you have.”

2ND ANNUAL LOIS EISENBERG MEMORIAL GOLF TOURNAMENT
2018 Scholarship Luncheon co-chairs Jeanne Boyce (left)
and Yvette McCarthy (right) with keynote speaker Steve
Pemberton.

On October 16, members of the 44 Women came together for the second annual Lois Eisenberg
Memorial Golf Tournament. Donning orange tutus, the ladies enjoyed a round of golf at The Ranch
at Laguna Beach in honor of founder Susan Samueli’s mother who was an ardent supporter of
Orangewood.

44 WOMEN SUPPORT ORANGEWOOD YOUTH DURING
THE HOLIDAYS
Thank you to the 44 members who this month, as we go to print, will be hosting their annual
holiday bowling party for our Peer Mentors and providing filled stockings for the young women at
our Beverly’s House and The Lighthouse transitional housing sites.
44 Women and friends at the 2nd annual Lois Eisenberg
Memorial Golf Tournament.

MEET ORLANDO & DESIREE

Orlando discovered Orangewood Foundation when he was looking for scholarship opportunities. With
Orangewood’s help, he earned a bachelor’s degree from Cal State Northridge and his Master of Social Work from
USC. “Receiving the scholarships was a testament that people believed in me when I didn’t believe in myself,” he says.
His sister, Desiree, is also receiving college scholarships from Orangewood. Orlando adds, “When I see her walk
across the steps and receive her diploma, my heart is going to be completely full. She’s going to be able to pursue
whatever she wants.”

DONOR SPOTLIGHT

DONOR/VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
TONI & JOHN GINGER

Toni and John Ginger (pictured in an early family photo) have been foster parents for over 20 years and
have cared for more than 160 children, sometimes three at a time. John jokes, “We’ve had a newborn
baby in the house for two decades!” However, he gives all the credit to Toni, saying, “She does the work.”
While raising their four biological children, the couple expanded their family by adopting two of their foster
children.
The Gingers first learned about Orangewood Foundation
in the late 1980s and attended several annual Orange
Blossom Balls. Today, they continue to support the
Foundation, especially the Stars & Stripes event and the
Samueli Academy capital campaign.
Of Orangewood Foundation and Samueli Academy’s work
with teens, John says, “Kids are so vulnerable in the teen
years, especially foster youth. To have Orangewood and
Academy staff tell them they can do anything and then
give them the resources to do so is an amazing gift to the
kids. It’s an amazing opportunity.”
In November at the annual Ambassador Luncheon, the Gingers were presented with the General William
Lyon Crystal Vision Philanthropy Award, named for our founding board chairman. Congratulations, Toni
and John!

IS YOUR ESTATE PLAN UP-TO-DATE?
If you are already a member of our Legacy Society or would like to become one
by including Orangewood Foundation in your estate plan, it is important that you
have the proper designation for us.
If you would like to support Orangewood Foundation beyond your lifetime, ask your estate planning
attorney to add this specific wording to your will or living trust:
“I, {Name}, give Orangewood Foundation, Federal Tax ID #95-3616628, Santa Ana,
California, {the sum of $_____ or ___ percent of the rest, residual and remainder of my
estate} for its general purposes.”
Thank you for supporting our foster and community youth for generations to come!

HAVE A MILESTONE
BIRTHDAY OR SPECIAL
EVENT IN 2019?
Consider creating a My Orangewood fundraising campaign to encourage family and friends
to give to Orangewood Foundation, in lieu of gifts. It’s fast and easy to set up. Go to
www.myorangewood.org to learn more and get started.

H O L I D AY G I V I N G
Help us make the holiday
wishes of Orangewood
youth come true. Take the
holiday wish list insert in this
newsletter with you when you
do your shopping at Target,
Walmart or other preferred
retailer. Purchase items from
the list and bring them to our
office by Monday, December
17. Thank you!
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“

Even though there was a lot of struggle and a lot
of stuff I had to conquer, Orangewood made my
transition from homelessness to self-supporting so
much easier for me. If I could describe Orangewood
in one word, it would be ‘important.’ Orangewood
is important for the community, for the individuals
that utilize their programs and services, and it’s
important to me.” – Angel, former foster youth

www.orangewoodfoundation.org

