
Orangewood CEO Chris Simonsen says, “Although we cannot erase 
the hurts from childhood that our youth may have experienced 
during the holidays, Orangewood Foundation provides the love, 
encouragement, and support to make their holidays bright.” 
Throughout the holiday season, Orangewood gathers and distributes 
gifts, holds holiday parties, cooks special meals, and more to help our 
youth feel cared about and special. 

Orangewood’s support helps our youth turn painful memories into 
happy ones. “Growing up it was hard for my mom to get Christmas 
presents for my seven siblings and me. We usually got just one gift 
like a robe or a gift set of lotions and body wash,” Alejandra says. 
“The first time I created 
a wish list for myself was 
when I was accepted into 
Orangewood’s Rising Tide 
housing program. I was so 
excited! To know that there 
were people who cared 
enough to give me what I 
wanted makes me tear up 
even now.”

FOR ORANGEWOOD’S YOUTH, 
HOLIDAYS BRING MIXED EMOTIONS
The holiday season is often a time of mixed emotions for the 2,000 
foster and community youth served by Orangewood Foundation. It can 
bring up painful memories of the past or be a reminder of what they 
don’t have. Images of stable, loving families gathered to celebrate special 
days may serve as reminders to our youth of their lack of stability or 
traditional family relationships. For our youth who are homeless or 
experiencing housing instability, holidays with no place to call home can 
be lonely, scary, and sad.

For Kathryn, the holidays bring up painful memories. “After we were 
reunified, my mom tried to celebrate Christmas by putting up a tree 
and decorating but it wasn’t the same anymore. Because we spent the 
holidays apart the year my parents got divorced and my siblings and 
I entered foster care, the ideal family holiday was shattered for us,” 
Kathryn explains. “I remember as a child, I would sit in the car while 
my mom ran errands, staring at other families’ Christmas lights 
and decorations, wondering why my family couldn’t celebrate.” 

For some of our youth, although holidays are happier now than in their 
past, this happiness brings feelings of guilt. “Chanukah in foster care 
was bittersweet. During the holidays at my foster home, I received 
generous gifts and plenty of delicious matzo ball soup, but I felt a 
little guilty for having so much,” Janelle says.  “I would think back to 
the years before when I was huddled in my bathtub with my little sister 
with blankets and pillows because my mom couldn’t afford a bed for us.”
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Orangewood youth Christian demonstrates his holiday cheer outside of the Resource Center

Continued on page 2... Orangewood youth Alejandra 
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Waterproofing (page 4).

There is still time for you to help us brighten the 
holidays for the 2,000 foster and community youth 
we serve. A simple way is by purchasing a specific 
item or gift card from our youth holiday wish list. As 
the father of teenage and grown children, I know how 
much teens and young adults like to purchase their 
own items using a gift card. For Orangewood youth, 
gift cards also help them practice money management 
and decision-making skills. You can find all the details 
about our Holiday Wish List on our website at www.
orangewoodfoundation.org/holidays.

Looking ahead to 2018, please check out our 
calendar on the adjacent page which includes our 
monthly community forums on sex trafficking in 
Orange County, the Athletes First Classic with NFL 
athletes, the Stars & Stripes event in Cabo, and our 
3rd annual Orangewood Adventure Challenge.

Our mission of preparing foster and community 
youth to reach their greatest potential would simply 
not be possible without your help and the help of 
so many caring members of our Orange County 
community. On behalf of everyone at Orangewood 
Foundation – our staff, Board, and youth – I wish you 
a very happy holidays and a prosperous 2018. 

Sincerely, 

Chris Simonsen

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Dear Orangewood 
Friends, 

During the holidays, 
Orangewood 
Foundation staff 
members work 
especially hard to 
remind our foster and 
community youth that 

they are part of “our family” and they always have 
a safe, joyful place to be during the holiday season.  
Due to the challenges experienced as children, this 
time of year can bring out many mixed emotions 
for our youth, as you can read in the cover article 
of this edition. Our caring and experienced Youth 
Support Specialists support our youth as they wrestle 
with these emotions.  This is accomplished in many 
different ways – actively listening when a variety of 
feelings are being shared, helping our youth create 
their own definition of “family”, exploring new holiday 
traditions for our youth to try, and praising them 
for how far they have come and reminding them of 
where they are headed.

Support from you, the Orange County community, 
reminds our youth that even complete strangers 
whom they have never met are thinking of them 
during the holiday season. We are very fortunate to 
have the generous support of numerous individuals, 
groups, and businesses, especially during this time 
of the year. Our long-time supporters include 
Wilson Automotive (see page 4), and Bill Healey 
and Machelle Cox (page 7). Relative newcomers 
include law firm Bryan Cave and Antis Roofing & 
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Chris Simonsen

GREETINGS FROM OUR CEO 

THE HOLIDAY SEASON (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 
This holiday season, there are many ways you can help Orangewood 
make the holidays bright for youth in our community. Here are just a 
few: 

• Donate new, unwrapped items or gift cards from our Holiday 
Wish List by Monday, Dec. 18th.

• Create a personalized “My Orangewood” fundraising page and 
ask family and friends to donate to Orangewood in lieu of holiday 
gifts for you. 

• Make a holiday or year-end cash donation. 

Your generosity this time of year in any amount is appreciated and 
lets our youth know that there are people in the community who 
care about them! To learn more, please visit  
www.orangewoodfoundation.org/holidays.

Orangewood youth Daniel 
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SAVE THE DATE: 

 
JANUARY 8, 2018

Sex Trafficking Community Forum 
Orangewood Foundation, Santa Ana

MARCH 10-11, 2018

Athletes First Classic Gala and Golf Event 
Monarch Beach Resort, Dana Point

JUNE, 2018

44 Women Scholarship Luncheon 

Location TBD

JUNE 28 - JULY 1, 2018

Stars & Stripes Tournament 

Cabo San Lucas, Mexico

SEPTEMBER, 2018

3rd Ann’l Orangewood Adventure Challenge 

Catalina Island

OCTOBER, 2018

Orangewood Ambassador Lunch 
Hilton Orange County, Costa Mesa

For more information about upcoming  
events, please visit  
orangewoodfoundation.org/events. 

EVENTS 

EVENT PREVIEW

EVENT RECAPS

Athletes First invites you to join NFL stars, Hollywood 
celebrities, media personalities, and community leaders for 
a Saturday night gala and golf on Sunday! Proceeds benefit 
Orangewood Foundation. 

Photo from the 2017 Athletes First Gala: honorees David and 
Holly Wilson and Jim Kelly (right). 

ATHLETES FIRST CLASSIC GALA & GOLF EVENT
March 10-11, 2018

Top fundraising team, Team Lennar (Janet Price, 
JR Jones, Jeremy Parness, and Piero Wemyss), 
raised almost $55,000 for this year’s Orangewood 
Adventure Challenge on Catalina Island!

 
ORANGEWOOD ADVENTURE CHALLENGE
September, 2017

Former board member and long-time donor Bill 
Healey (left) received the General William Lyon 
Crystal Vision Philanthropy Award at the 2017 event, 
featuring guest speaker Ronnie Lott (right). Thank 
you to Microsemi for sponsoring this year’s event!

 
ORANGEWOOD AMBASSADOR LUNCH
October, 2017

Chief Development Officer Carlos Leija, Event Chair 
Kimberly Kirksey, Ducks owner and 44 Women 
Founder Susan Samueli, and Anaheim Ducks player 
Ryan Kesler decked out in orange for the 2017 event 
themed “Go Orange for Orangewood.”

 
ANAHEIM DUCKS THEME PARTY
November, 2017

Orangewood guests don t-shirts designed by Samueli
Academy students for the Dia de los Muertos 
themed dinner at the 2017 four day event in Cabo, 
Mexico. The event features golf, fishing, and live music.

 
STARS AND STRIPES TOURNAMENT
June, 2017

“My experience of the holidays now vs. how it was when I was a child has 
changed dramatically. Instead of hating the holidays I now get to enjoy the 
holidays with Orangewood Foundation and my fellow Peer Mentors.”   - L I A



4 CORPORATE SPOTLIGHT

CORPORATE SPOTLIGHT

To learn more about our Corporate Cares Program and how your group or company can get involved, please visit 
www.orangewoodfoundation.org/corporatecares.

WILSON AUTOMOTIVE 

Wilson Automotive is a long-standing and devoted corporate partner of Orangewood Foundation. With 
19 dealerships and nearly 2,000 employees, Wilson Automotive is one of the largest dealer groups in the 
United States. Founder David Wilson has been supporting Orangewood Foundation for over 30 years. In 
appreciation of David’s generosity to his employees 

and the community, the David Wilson Endowment Fund was established by his employees 
and friends to benefit Orangewood.  This fund now totals over $1 million and helps worthy 
Orangewood former foster youth to obtain a college education.  

Wilson Automotive’s support extends beyond financial contributions as well. Over the years, 
dealerships in the group have helped dozens of Orangewood staff and youth navigate the car-
buying process, and purchase a great vehicle at a fair price. Additionally, some of the dealerships 
have hosted Orangewood youth as interns in their offices! This holiday season, the dealerships 
came together again – this time to host a giant food and hygiene drive to benefit our youth. The 
dealerships collected and delivered hundreds of pounds of non-perishable food items and full-sized 
toiletry items for youth in our resource center who are struggling to make ends meet. Thank you, 
Wilson Automotive, for your decades of support and exemplary corporate partnership! 

Toyota of Orange, one of the Wilson Automotive 
dealerships, with their food and hygiene drive collection

House of Blues Anaheim and 
the House of Blues Music 
Forward Foundation donated 
$20,000 worth of instruments 
for our Samueli Academy 
charter high school’s new band 
program. 

HOUSE OF BLUES 
ANAHEIM Tillys donated over a hundred 

boxes of new clothes and shoes 
for our youth. Orangewood 
is currently expanding our 
Resource Center to serve 
more homeless youth, and this 
donation will kick-start our 
full closet of clothes for this 
population.

TILLYS

ADDITIONAL THANKS TO...

Antis Roofing and Waterproofing 
worked with the Anaheim Ducks 
Foundation to donate seats to a 
Ducks game in their “community 
corner” for our staff (including 
Amy and Carla, pictured) and 
youth.

ANTIS ROOFING AND 
WATERPROOFING

These companies donated 
Thanksgiving baskets with 
everything our youth needed 
to cook their own delicious 
Thanksgiving dinners. 

ST. JOSEPH HEALTH, 
MONTESSORI CHILD 
DEVELOPMENT CENTER, TOYOTA 
FINANCIAL SERVICES, BARBIZON 
SOCAL MODELING AND ACTING

Western Digital is a financial 
contributor to Orangewood 
Foundation. Additionally, in 
August they volunteered in our 
on-site kitchen, and in September 
their executive Roberta Swanson 
(pictured left) participated in 
our 2nd Annual Orangewood 
Adventure Challenge.

WESTERN DIGITAL

Bryan Cave staff held a number 
of creative fundraisers for 
Orangewood in their office. 
They had a sponsored jean 
day, bake sale, and a delicious 
spaghetti lunch cooked from a 
125 year old family recipe.

BRYAN CAVE
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT SAMUELI ACADEMY
Our public charter high school for foster and community youth has 
exciting things happening! Here are a few updates…

• This June, our very first class of Firewolves graduated from Samueli 
Academy. Among our 116 seniors, 99% graduated, including 100% 
of our youth from foster care. The Class of 2017 also had a 98% 
college acceptance rate, with 42% headed to four-year universities 
and 58% to community colleges. The majority will be the first in 
their families to attend college!

• Samueli Academy was designated a California Gold Ribbon 
School by the California Department of Education this year! This 
distinction is awarded to schools that represent examples of not 
just excellent teaching, learning, and collaborating, but also highly 
successful school climates.

• In October, former Los Angeles Mayor and current California 
Gubernatorial Candidate Antonio Villaraigosa visited the school, 
along with Santa Ana Mayor Miguel Pulido, prominent attorney 
and Orange County community leader Wylie Aitken, and daughter 
Ashleigh Aitken who is an Anaheim Mayoral candidate. The group 
toured the school and learned about our innovative and dynamic 
learning environment.

• Students created a new club called the “Surf and Serve” Club, 
which combines trips to the beach to learn how to surf with 

volunteerism and giving back to their community. 

• Our Authentic Audience program at the school 
has a new name and structure! The Hanson 
Authentic Audience Series, named in honor of 
Stanley E. Hanson and funded by the Stanley E. Hanson Foundation, 
brings community members and Academy partners to the campus 
for lively student presentation, debates, and gallery-style exhibitions. 
Audience members use a rubric to evaluate student presenters, and 
the best student presenters are eligible for prizes at the end of each 
semester. One graduating senior will be awarded the Hanson Award of 
Excellence and receive a $5,000 scholarship.

• The Helping Hands Club lent a “helping hand” at Orangewood 
Foundation last month. Students spent a day of their fall break sorting 
and labeling a large donation of clothes and shoes for our Resource 
Center closet.

• Our Alumni Success Program is now in full swing! Alumnus Victor 
Sanchez, freshman at UCI says “The Alumni Success Program is keeping 
me connected to all of my fellow alumni while I access resources that 
help with academics and general life. Without this program, I would be 
stressed, confused, and lost!” 

To keep up with all the happenings at our school, like us on 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/samueliacademy.

SAMUELI ACADEMY

“Surf and Serve” club at the beach with their surfboards
Wylie Aitken and daughter Ashleigh Aitken, students Jasmine 

Diaz, Carlos Gomez & Randy Garcia, Santa Ana Mayor 
Miguel Pulido, Anthony Saba, and Antonio Villaraigosa.

Larry Kirschenbaum, Trustee for the Stanley E. Hanson 
Foundation, addresses students during a visit to the school.

Graduates Cassidy, Jason, and Gwen at the first Samueli 
Academy Graduation ceremony in June.

Helping Hands members sort and label a large donation of 
clothes and shoes for youth in our Resource Center.

“Every year as Christmas gets closer, I feel mixed emotions. Last year was the first year since I was a young child that I felt 
a sense of belonging, and warmth from people who truly care and love me. I finally believed that it is not my fault, I am 
lovable, and it’s not too late to experience holidays like normal families.”   - N AT H A L I E



6 OUR AUXILIARIES 

Orangewood PALS (Providing Assistance, 
Love and Support) auxiliary is a group 
of energetic, influential, and dedicated 
professionals who have joined together 
to support Orangewood’s mission. PALS 
supports the work of Orangewood 
Foundation in a variety of ways. Their 

monthly speaker nights at the Orangewood Children and Family Center bring motivational 
and inspirational speakers to speak to and interact with the kids placed at the county shelter.  
They also host fun events for Orangewood’s youth, such as movie nights at Samueli Academy 
and for youth in our Rising Tide housing program, taking youth to Ducks games, and serving 
dinner at our Independent Living Program workshops. This holiday season, the group is 
delivering Christmas trees to 17 youth who live in our Rising Tide apartments, including 
single moms. 

To learn more about the PALS auxiliary, and see upcoming events, please visit  
www.orangewoodPALS.org.

It was a sea of orange at the 2017 Anaheim Ducks Center 
Ice Party on Nov. 17th as over 400 Ducks fans and 
Orangewood donors enthusiastically donned the “Go 
Orange for Orangewood” theme. Held at the Huntington 

Bay Club, the annual event provided guests the opportunity mingle with Ducks players including 
Corey Perry, Francois Beauchemin, Ryan Kesler, Cam Fowler, and coach Randy Carlyle. At various 
food stations, guests dined on paella, poke, tacos, cereal-themed treats, and s’mores. Table tennis, 
corn hole (bean bag toss), and a giant Jenga game were available on the al fresco patio. Guests also 
had the opportunity to bid on dozens of silent auction items, plus three sports-oriented items 
in the live auction. The event committee was led by Orangewood’s 44 Women for Orangewood 
auxiliary member Kimberly Kirksey, and the title sponsor was the Samueli Foundation.

To learn more about our 44 Women auxiliary, please visit www.44womenfororangewood.org.

ANAHEIM DUCKS THEME PARTY 2017

Susan Samueli, Shannon Tarnutzer and Bev Kritzstein at the 
Lois Eisenberg Memorial Golf Outing 

Event committee at the 2017 Ducks Theme Party

PALS members Pei Pei (center) and Jessica (right) serve 
dinner to youth at an ILP workshop

The late Lois Eisenberg, mother of 44 Women founder and Orangewood board member Susan 
Samueli, was a dear friend to Orangewood Foundation. To honor her memory, on September 26th, 
the 44 Women held the inaugural Lois Eisenberg Memorial Golf Outing at The Ranch at Laguna 
Beach. Members of the 44 Women and their friends gathered on a cool September morning for a 
friendly round of golf. The ladies donned orange tutus on top of their golf attire, and followed the 
fun round of golf with a yummy lunch from The Ranch. Read more about Lois’s legacy in the Legacy 
Society sidebar on the next page! 

LOIS EISENBERG MEMORIAL GOLF OUTING

“Last Christmas, we had saved up to buy this little plastic tree, and I was so worried I wouldn’t be able to get any presents to 
put under it. When I got done piling all the gifts from Orangewood under that tiny tree, you could barely even see the top of 
the tree. The look on my daughters’ faces on Christmas morning…I can’t even describe it.”   - M Y C H A L

Kappa Delta and Sigma Pi volunteering at the 
November Orangewood PALS Speaker Night!

PALS UPDATE
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Bill Healey has been supporting Orangewood Foundation with time, talent, and financial contributions for 
more than 20 years. From 1994-2014, he served on the La Casa auxiliary board of the Orangewood Children 
& Family Center (which Orangewood Foundation built and then deeded to the county to own and operate) 
as an officer and president. Bill was instrumental in helping the auxiliary raise $75,000 annually for projects 
including the library, medical unit, and playgrounds, along with hosting events for the children residing there.

From 1994 to 2015, Bill served on the Board of Directors for Orangewood Foundation, including seven 
years as secretary. He served on Board 
subcommittees including audit, finance, and 
Academy construction. Bill was a founding 
member and treasurer of the Board of Trustees 
of Samueli Academy.

Today Bill continues to serve as an emeritus 
member of the Orangewood Foundation board. 

Bill and his wife Kay have been supporting Orangewood financially since 1995, contributing 
at the Ambassador level to the Foundation, as well as making generous gifts to the Samueli 
Academy Capital Campaign. Additionally, Bill serves as a director of Microsemi Corporation 
and Sypris Solutions Inc. Thanks to this connection, Microsemi has become a major 
Orangewood supporter as well. Thank you, Bill, for your decades of support of Orangewood 
Foundation and Samueli Academy! 

DONOR SPOTLIGHT

DONOR SPOTLIGHT

BILL HEALEY

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

At Orangewood Foundation, we are very fortunate to have dedicated volunteers for many 
years have been helping our organization succeed in whatever way needed. Machelle, who 
recently retired and moved out of the state, volunteered with Orangewood Foundation for 
over 20 years. She began volunteering at the Orangewood Children and Family Center in the 
nineties, throwing birthday parties, teaching cooking classes, and bringing joy to the children 
at the county shelter. Through this work, she was introduced to Orangewood Foundation, 
and began spreading her love to the teenagers and young adults that Orangewood serves. 

Machelle and her coworkers from Nutrilite/Amway have been cooking and serving delicious 
meals to youth in our on-site resource center for years. Additionally, she has volunteered 
and rallied support for many of our youth events over the years, including Belle of the Ball 
and Independent City. Because of her consistent presence over the years, and her kind and 
generous spirit, our youth have come to love and trust Machelle. When she came in to the 
Resource Center last month to cook and serve one last meal, our youth gathered to show 
their gratitude for her years of support, presenting her with a parting gift and hand written 
notes thanking her and wishing her the best. 

Machelle, thank you for 
your years of unwavering 
support and kindness 
to our youth. You will 
be greatly missed in the 
Resource Center, but we 
wish you a wonderful and 
relaxing retirement. You 
deserve it!

Bill and his wife Kay at the 20th Annual 
Orangewood Ambassador Lunch in October.

Machelle receives a gift and a 
hug from a youth

Machelle and youth in the Resource 
Center on her last day 

MACHELLE COX

Orangewood Legacy Society 

member Lois Eisenberg was a smart, 

kind, and generous woman. She was 

born on April 1, 1924, in Cleveland, 

Ohio. Her family moved to Southern 

California when Lois was 10. At 19 

she met Sidney Eisenberg at a dance 

and it was love at first sight. They married in 1943 and had two 

daughters, Judi and Susan. 

Lois worked for most of her life as a teacher, teaching 4th-6th 

grades. She loved teaching! After she retired, she volunteered 

in a variety of ways including as a docent at the Reagan Library 

in Simi Valley and teaching children to read at El Morro 

Elementary School in Laguna Beach. 

Throughout her life, giving back came naturally to Lois as 

part of her Jewish heritage. She lived out the Hebrew terms 

“tzedakah” (giving back to 

others) and “tikkun olam” 

(which translates to “heal the 

world”). She passed that spirit of 

philanthropy on to her daughter, 

three granddaughters, and one 

great-granddaughter. 

Lois was a long-time supporter 

of Orangewood Foundation and our Samueli Academy charter 

high school. She was a regular guest at our Ambassador 

Luncheon, held annually in the fall. She was always moved by 

the stories of our youth speakers and inspired by the integrity 

of the organization. Lois passed away in April, just days after 

her 93rd birthday and as sharp as ever. She will be greatly 

missed by everyone at Orangewood Foundation and Samueli 

Academy!

If you would like to learn more 

about how you can continue to 

support foster and community 

youth after you’re gone, please visit 

orangewoodfoundation.planmygift.org.

LOIS’S LEGACY

Legacy     Society

Lois & Sidney on a cruise in 
the late 1960s

Lois, daughter Susan and great-
granddaughter Leyla

Proposed federal tax 
reforms may have an 

impact on your charitable 
and planned giving. Please 

consult your tax advisor on 
any actions you may want to 

take before year-end.
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Happy Holidays from Orangewood Foundation!

www.orangewoodfoundation.org/holidays


